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To whom it may concern, 

Re Marc Sommerville: 

I have worked with Marc for the past 9 months at Young Hoon Elementary School, Seoul, South Korea as 
Assistant Director and direct Line-Manager. 
Marc is currently working as a grade four teacher sharing a class of 36 students. He teaches English, Math 
concepts, Science and Social Studies in the English Immersion Program at Young Hoon Elementary 
School. 

Marc works as part of a grade 4 team, within a team of 24 English speaking teachers. At this time Marc is 
the 'team leader' for this Grade 4 group. He shares his class with a Korean partner teacher and works in an 
'open plan' situation. His teaching load is complicated by a very rigid timetabling situation and extremely 
high parental expectations. 

Marc has been able to fit into this situation by being flexible, adaptable and yet maintaining high levels of 
organization. He creates a classroom situation that is both encouraging and supportive of student learning, 
group achievement and co-operative learning. The students in his class are aware of the excellent systems 
that are in place, understand what is expected of them and are eager to be challenged by the high work 
expectations. Marc dedicates himself to his students and displays a strong passion for new learning; he is 
an excellent role model for both his students and fellow teachers. 

As team leader, Marc seeks out new ideas and strategies to help students learn, then practices and 
modifies ideas to fit our situation. From this situation he readily shares his ideas and assists other teachers 
to make use of his knowledge. Marc continually works to improve his instruction. 

Marc is able to modify and adapt his expectations to suit the needs of individual students. He is very 
responsive to student opinions, works to make learning enjoyable and displays enthusiasm in his teaching. 
He readily and regularly seeks feedback from peers and administration as well as from students. 

Teaching in Korea has helped Marc understand the complexities of working and living in a new 
environment. Marc has shown that he is both culturally aware and sensitive to varying cultural needs. His 
interactions with parents are open and yet compassionate as needed. Marc has great listening skills and 
displays a genuine sense of compassion for others. 
Marc is always very well presented and displays a very professional approach to his work. 

As current Assistant Director at Young Hoon Elementary School and previously as a Primary School 
Principal in South Australia, I can highly recommend Marc Sommerville as a Primary / Elementary level 
teacher. 

Yours truly, 

~. MLc(~--/ 1/11. I 
, J! Garry McPherson 

V f Assistant Director - Young Hoon Elementary School 
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